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Purpose of the Elevation Certificate
• Records information used to 
determine compliance with building 
codes/local floodplain ordinances

• Tool for supporting Letters of Map 
Change

• Prerequisite for Community Rating 
System (CRS) participation

• No longer required to rate flood 
insurance for Post‐FIRM buildings*

• May be used for flood insurance 
rating in any flood zone.*

* new or changed information
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Many uses (and users) of the EC
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Updating the Elevation Certificate (EC)
• Updates are part of a routine cycle:

• New editions of the EC are released every few years.

• Updates address emerging issues, provide clarification, and add more detail.

• The amount of change varies version to version (minor or major).

• A completed Elevation Certificate form does not expire, unless there is a 
physical change to the building that invalidates information in the completed 
EC (Sections A, C, E or H).
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Updating the Elevation Certificate (EC)

• Changes to the EC form in 2023 address several key issues.

• Improves alignment with the NFIP flood insurance rating methodology
• Reduces the burden on property owners to obtain elevation information for insurance

• Provides more clarity and detail to floodplain managers when regulating 
development

• Provides more specificity for buildings with a combination of both 
engineered and nonengineered flood openings

• Updates outdated phone numbers and web addresses

All new ECs on or after November 1, 2023, must use this version!
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NFIP Key Terms

• FIRM = Flood Insurance Rate Map

• FIS = Flood Insurance Study

• BFE = Base Flood Elevation

• SFHA = Special Flood Hazard Area (1% Annual Chance Flood)

• LAG = Lowest Adjacent Grade

• HAG = Highest Adjacent Grade

• Bottom Floor Elevation

• Lowest Floor Elevation

• First Floor Height*

* indicates new or changed information
7

NFIP Flood Insurance Rating Methodology

Defining a Property’s Unique Flood Risk

• The flood zone and Base Flood 
Elevation (BFE) are no longer used as 
direct rating variables.

• Elevations are considered for all 
properties, regardless of flood zone.

Rating Variables

• Geographic Location

• Structural Variables

• Prior Claims

• Discounts
• Mitigation

• Statutory

• CRS
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Structural Variables: Building Characteristics
• Building Occupancy

• Construction Type
• For single‐family homes: framed, 
masonry, other

• Foundation Type

• First Floor Height

• Lowest Adjacent Grade

• Building’s Replacement Cost Value
• Considers square footage (for single‐
family homes)

• Number of Floors in Building
• Above ground floors only; not counting 
basements/enclosures

• Date of Construction 9
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Mitigation Discounts
• Flood Openings (in 
enclosures/crawlspaces)

• Rates are discounted for buildings in any 
flood zone with proper openings in the 
enclosure.

• The flood insurance application will need 
to reflect the proper information in 
order to receive the discount.

• Elevation of Machinery & Equipment 
(M&E)

• Rates are discounted for policies with 
M&E elevated above the first elevated 
floor.
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References??

Section A

NEW

6 decimals 2 decimals if DMS
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Section A

NEW

NEW

Attached Garages

16

Common Wall
Single Structure
One insurance policy

Separate foundations
Can be considered a separate structure
Can be insured separately

Could also have a separate EC

15

16



9/21/2023

9

Attached Garages vs Enclosures

17

C2(a)

* If the building is an 
elevated structure, areas 
below the elevated floor 
are considered 
enclosures, even if they 
look and act like a garage 
area.

Source: Becca Fricke‐Croft, Celina Adair, FEMA Region 10

Section B

NEW

County and unincorporated area 6 digits
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Section C

NEW

Section D

added added
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Section E

added

Section F

added
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Section G

added

added

Section G

added
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Section H
NEW

FOR INSURANCE PURPOSES ONLY!!!
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Section I
NEW

PHOTOGRAPHS

Instructions: Insert below at least two, and when possible four, photographs showing 
each side of the building (for example, may only be able to take front and back 
pictures of townhouses/rowhouses).

• Identify all photographs with the date taken and "Front View," "Rear View,“ "Right 
Side View," or "Left Side View.“

• Photographs must show the foundation. 

• When flood openings are present, include at least one close-up photograph of 
representative flood openings or vents, as indicated in Sections A8 and A9.
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Questions?

Your respective planner

DOWFPM@dnr.IN.gov

Water_Inquiry@dnr.IN.gov

About the New EC

nfipunderwritingmailbox@fema.dhs.gov
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