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The SWPPP designer should provide all of the information 
needed by the plan reviewer in an organized format that is 
easy to access and determine if adequate.

 all required elements including 
Rule 5 (SWPPP Parts A, B, C) 
and any local ordinance 
requirements

 clear instructions and details 
for contractor
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A SWPPP should include:

• Construction sequence and brief project description

• Erosion and sediment controls to be used during construction

• Pollution prevention and good housekeeping measures

• Post-construction stormwater controls (if required)

• Index to all required elements
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A plan design process . . .
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Construction Sequence

• Should be unique to the site – what is this project?
• sensitive areas, wetlands, water features

• Should clearly describe basic sequence of events

• Few sentences for a simple plan 

• Several paragraphs for a complex plan
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(cont.) Construction Sequence
• Pre-construction meeting in advance of any land disturbing activity

• Site owner, plan designer, contractor, site inspector

• Clearing / grading plan

• Installation of erosion and sediment controls

• Construction phase: start to finish

• Final stabilization of site

• Removal of temporary erosion and sediment controls
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Erosion & sediment control

1. Identify the drainage pattern

2. Determine how construction will affect the drainage pattern

3. Identify the erosion and sediment control measures used

4. Provide details for each measure

5. Provide a sequence for installation of measures
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Erosion and Sediment Control
1.  Identify the Drainage Pattern

• Contours should be at adequate intervals to determine drainage 
patterns on the site

• Water features such as streams, ponds and wetlands should be 
identified.

• on-site and off-site

• Contours may need to extend beyond the Limits of Disturbance or 
property lines to adequately show    

• on-site drainage
• effects of disturbance on off-site properties (e.g. flooding)
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Erosion and Sediment Control
2.  Determine how the land disturbance and construction will affect the 
drainage pattern

• Limits of disturbance

• Changes in sheet flow

• Changes in concentrated flow

• Inlets and outlets
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Erosion and Sediment Control
3.  Identify sediment and erosion control measures

• Perimeter controls
• Silt fence, silt socks, rock berms, compost berms

• Directing runoff 
• Diversions, channels, slope drains 

• Erosion control
• Matting/liners, stone stabilization
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• Sediment capture
• Basins, traps, check dams (straw & rock), construction entrance/exits

• Inlet and outlet protection 
• Dandy bags, rock donuts, silt fence inlet protection, energy dissipaters

• Soil stockpiles

• Stabilization
• temporary 
• permanent
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4.  BMP Details

• Each proposed BMP has a detail and/or schedule

• Dimensions are shown for each measure

• Required information is provided for BMP maintenance 
• During construction 
• Post construction
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(cont.) BMP Details – Legends and Drawings

• Provide an accurate legend that contains symbols for all measures
or
• Call out each measure on the plan sheet
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(cont.) BMP Details - maintenance

• SWPPP should include: 
• instructions on when maintenance is needed for each BMP

• instructions on how to maintain each BMP

• Operation & Maintenance (O&M) manuals attached for any post construction 
BMPs
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Pollution Prevention &  Good Housekeeping
Material Handling

• Storage of fertilizer 

• On-site vehicle maintenance

• Drip pans for equipment

• On-site fueling of equipment

• Fuel tanks
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PPGH (cont.)
Material Handling

• Pesticides (including herbicides)

• Trash collection and disposal

• Concrete washout water and waste concrete
• Concrete truck washout water
• Water in the concrete washout BMP
• Empty concrete bags
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Post construction BMP specifications

• Description of the pollutants for the proposed project
• What could be generated from this site?

• Determine the required design specification
• Federal requirements
• State requirements
• Local requirements

• Provide documentation that your plan meets the requirements
• Drainage calculations, sizing, etc.
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Post Construction BMP specifications

• Design and locate each BMP to be sure it meets the requirement
• Maintenance requirements are: 

• adequate 
• understandable and practical
• include a timeframe for maintenance

• Operation and Maintenance Manuals should be included for all 
post-construction BMPs
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Index to Required SWPPP Elements

Table of contents referencing 
IDEM Rule 5 elements and  local 
requirements 
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Index to Required SWPPP Elements
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Discussion
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